CELEBRATION
OF EDUCATION

The annual event hosted by Education Post brought together
parents, educators and experts, reports Chris Davis
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ager to discover all

they could about

education  options

for their children,

around 3,500 fami-
lies attended the second Hong
Kong  lnternational  Schools
Festival on  September 24,
Co-organised by Education
Post and Top Schoeols Hong
Kaong, the event included over
0 exhibitors, along with pres-
entations and panel discus-
slons featuring respected ex-
peres in the field

Parents Bad the oppertunicy
1o talk o teachers, principals
amd senjor  representatives,
and to learn more aboul the
ditterent kindergarton, prima-
ry and secondary schools In
Hong Kong. "As Hong Kong's
premier event of its kind, (he
high number of parents was
no surprise,” said a represent-
ative from Think Internatinal

Kindergarien, one of the many

o
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exhibitors taking part. “They
all have & genuine interest in
ensuring their children re-
ceive a quality educarion.”

Ruth Benny, a former teacher
and founder of Top Schools
Hong Kong, said the event was.
2 unlque opportunity to hear
experts discuss current educa-
tipnal issues, as well as answer
important questions specific
to Hong Kong, “Parents get a
pood sense of whether they
are aligned philosophically
with a school by hearing the
principals speak,” she said.
“This was an exceplional op-
pertunity to get up close and
personal with principals and
admissiong eraff”

Angela Reilly, assistant di-
rector for institutional ad-
vancement at Hong Kong
Academy, described  the
evenl 45 A great opport-
nity o meet a huge number

of prospective parents at
once.” She added that most
guestions tended to focus on
the admissions process, the
International Baccalaureate
1K) diploma, pathways o
graduation, and options re-
garding funding and fees.

“We were able o provide a
wealth of information to re-
assure parents and students
and answer their various
questions,” said Jane Archi-
bald, director of admissions
and marketing at Nord An-
giia Tnternational Schoaol
Homg Kong. "Typically, par-
ents wanted tno know about
the philosophy of our schoaol,
what sate v apart from athaer
Ipstiitions, and what the
school Is going to do to en-
sure their child's future sue-
cess."”

For Wick Strong and Elfz-
abeth Williams, universi-
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ty guidance counsellors at cholce”, In which experts
Yew Chung International  discessed  the  differences
Schonl. the priority was 1o bevween the various edu-
4 topschool offer valuable advice on the  cational  systems. offered
sieps needed to progress  in Hong Kong such as US
to universittes in differ- and Ukbased - currleula,
ent Counteles, and how o and programmes offéred by
prepare effectively for the  the 1B The discussion alsa
admissions peocess They  touched on the challenges
noted  that ‘schools should  children  encouneer  when
provide students with assis-  switching from a local o in-
tance in creating a persenal  ternationsl school, and whie
- s - profile: which covers: Inter- It takes to thrive in the re-
ﬁm,ﬁﬁm“m it ests, strengths, necomplish-  spectlve systems,
ments, and career aspira-
tinns, Commenting: on  the suc-
cess of the Festival, Razkin
The day beganwith o break-  Manjujl, business director,
fast mepting in which prin-  cducation, SCMP Publish-
clpals and school executives o, was delighted with the
wers given the opportuni-  festival's succoess. "The event
1y o mingle; and were also has grown significantly from
presented with key findings 40 boaths in 2005 o over 70
from  “The International this year” noted Manjaji
School Survey 2016 con-  Indeed, the Hong Kong In-
ducted by Agenda Consult-  (emational Schools Festival
ing and MMG Education.  appears on track to becom-
Pt s v el 1 C e AT s v Thete was alse 4 panel dis-  Tngone ol the ciry’s hallmark
iTCies A agriianns SaTs russion on curriculum  events for years to come.
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