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FRENCH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Rebecca Simpson learns more about the school's new Tseung Kwan © campus, due to open in 2018.

st year, The Wad Street Joumal
mportod Hong Kong as he hottest epot
in the warld for French expats. Over the
past six years, Hong Kong has seen an
influx of French professtonals and their familles
o thix city. Sa it's ne: surprise that the Franch
International Schoal (FIS) is expanding. The
school is due 1o throw open the doos of its
rew Theung Kean O campus in 2018, at which
paint & will aceommadate over 3,000 studants
aeross mulliphe (osations.
Currantly, FIS boasts four campuses
in Hong Kang and runs Bwo etreams of
edusstion, frem recapdon through 1o high
schael graduation: the Franoh stroam (Fransh
curtcuburm and the Inlemational stream
{English and |B curricuta). Tha Bies Pool
Rizad campus in Happy Valey |5 homa to
nigh school students from both the French
and Internationed strearms. fardine's Lookout
noumes racaption 1o Year Four from both
streams; these childnan move to Chal Was for
‘Yaars Five and Six, following which the Franch
siream students raturn to Janding’s Lookoul for
twno years, Finally, the school has a temporary
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Artlars impression of tha raw Franch iIntemational Soheol's Teeung Kwan O campus,

campus. in Hung Hom for French siream
primary school stdanis.

A new campus, a new way of larning

Once the new state-of-the-ar Tseung Kwan

O campus opens, Franch and International
siream students will hiave the chancs 1o learn
side by sida. Final gonfirmation of which wears
groups will be kocated ol the naw campus ia yet
o ba confirmad.

The rew camgas is baing pegged as one
of the most inncvative end green schools in
tha city, So what makes # so cutting edae? “it
= a veny claver design by @ Danish company
Bt i m laader in thie asan, Educationslly, it's
wihat we're caling the villa concept®, savs lan
Clayton, Head of Inernational Stream at FIS.

The villa poncapt offers 8 new way of
learning for FIS siudents. “There will be three
classes of the French siream and two classas
af the Internations stream sharing a ville®,
explaing Claylon. In the middle s the Agora:
this shared anea. The walls separating each
roorm wil be retractabée and students will share
a large area 0 the middle of the vita whane

thay can exparancs mtercultural andd bilingus
teaching and learming.”

Thig new way of working = desigrad to
allow flurdity within the teaching stalf and offer
sludents more axposure to teachers from
the athes efream. “Thare will ba limes whon
the Franch teachars teach the intarnational
class and the International lsachers teach tha
French etudants. This exchange will be fora
percentage of the wesk, Tha studmnts will also
da lofs of shared projects in this common anea.
The chassrooms are big, spacifically for that
reagon — 30 students can share, so thay can
Inlaract. 50 they can mngle", says Clyton.

Thie non-traditonal appeoach it tha
bratnchild of the FIS teaching body, driven by
tha school's Princkpal, Christian Soulard. “Whan
wa ware panning for TKD, the ides avolved,
Our Principal drove thie idee. As & school we
ara focusad on aur bilngual effering, so s
new villa style of feaching is an experisnce
we balleve will help our students. Schools ara
treditionally built in a linear t2shion, but we
wanted to build owr classroams arcund this
sharad micleus. And that's where the brillance



of tha desgnars really cama into its own, They
halped migke cur vision a realiby.”

A Gresn Campus To Share With Tha
Community
FIS (5 a gréan and community conscious Schaool
Since 2008 the school has been annually
awarded &8 an infernational "Eoo-Scheai™ by
theé Foundation for Envirsnmantal Education
The new THO compus will ses the schoal defiver
a renw bl of sustainabbe bullding design and
integration throbghaul the méw camgus,

The mew campas will feature & botanical
garden wilh native Hong Keng Nora far
shuckenis and the communily o share

usiairable developmsant proacts and
activities, This eco garden will be mainiymaed
by the student body, The TED campus will
sarva the jocal communiy, allowing access gnd
sharad facilites for the immediate community
ot of schoal haurs.

An Academic Legacy
Tre: FIS his an eatablished history of asademic
sxcallence, "Academic resulls are our strength®
bhals fan Clayban, Mal anly i the school
delivering strong academic results, bul it's also
wigll Fregarded by universsties in bath Europe and
Ihe U5, FIS has & stable refationship with an
array of universitias and stalfs a dedicated team
of Garesr guidance axperts
i help seniar siudents
with {heir joueneys to
further ecucation
Aecently, student
Moé Ensarguel was
haoncured a8 the old
Ecoble Polytechnique In
Paris for winning tho
Mathematics Ciympiad
21,000 students 1ok part
i ihe Obympiad and only
38 wars winrars, with
Hoé named one af hem

Tha axierior of the swsting Chal Wan campes.  Ho was necognsed in

the presence of Majat Vallaud- Belkocemn, the
French Minister of Education.

In 2015, FIS students escalled academically
In the I8, IGCSE, and the French Baccalaurcats.
100% of FIS IB students sacurad a place at
thair firet or second chalca univarsity. T4 of
the | GESE graduabes ware asmarded an A% or &
across all subjects, Tha French Baccalaumate
siudents had a yaar to ramambes too as
sludent achieved thi bes! acadernic results ta
date for the school,

A Place Where Students Feel Valusd
Proud af thedr sirong reputition fof academic
oxpelonco, the schod is also kaen to
omphagsise the reiationship that sach student
ferges with e schoal, "Students Bave greal
ridationships with the teachers = they Teal the
teachers know them well and they know the
teachers wall, It's o mutus understanding

Fe ciles modesk ohass sives 55 8
contribuling factor io the way FIS siudents
foal valped, "This is linked bo our small chass
sires — in the sercr school, ib's sl woos sl
for aur students o be ina ¢lass of ealy 10
ar 15 sludants.” A reduced student-teacher
ratia mians FIS shedents are offered not only
apacesnic bul also pastoral moniloring,

The FIS sense of community and stident
sentiment ol being recognised isa pawarlul
propasition for parents and studenis alike.

The vile stylo concept ol the new campus.

“Studentz don't fall through the crecks hera,
As & stadent, you can't go unnoticad at FIS.
Everyang krows you and you know evaryone.”

A Bi-Lingual Education

The FIS aMers students an opportuniy for
robust acadermic echievament suppaorted by
& sanse of belonging end cana from teachers.
When the THO camgpus opena in 2018, tha
students will also benefit trom & new way of
learming and state-of-the-ar faciities.

Hut what makes the FIS ruly unique is tha
bilingual immersion the studenis sxperience,
While English ta the common playground
lenguage at FIS, studants gradusting from the
school are fiusnt in both French end English
Pethaps most impanantly though, amaracing
End underaianding respective culluras could ba
the most valuabie lifs lesson of all
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